STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF WICHITA

CITY OF ELECTRA

The City Commission of the City of Electra convened in regular session at 5:30 p.m., Tuesday, January 10, 2012 in the Commission Chambers at City Hall, all notices being duly posted in accordance and conformance with Government Code of Texas 551.002(C).  The following were present:

Commission members:



Tom DeLizio



Mayor



Curtis Warner



Commissioner Place 1



Robert “Bill” Davis 


Commissioner Place 2



Janice Cranford


Commissioner Place 3



Pam Ward



Commissioner Place 4

Staff members:



Joe Pence



Interim City Administrator



Larry Pannell



City Administrator



Tracey Lowe



City Secretary/Treasurer



Johnny Morris



Chief of Police



Jannis Hayers



Main Street Director



David Simon



Public Works Director
Also attending:



Jeannette Miller


Electra Star News



Margie Scott



Edna Talley



Richard W. Cranford



Shelley Kelley



Doris Armentrout



James Auldridge


Fire Chief



Sue Howell



Sherry Strange



Judy Baker



Nan Hotmann



Ashley Ward


Item
      1.
CALL TO ORDER.


Mayor DeLizio called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.

Item
      2.
INVOCATION / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.


Pastor Hoff gave the invocation, followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.

Item
      3.
CONSENT AGENDA:
A. APPROVAL OF MINUTES FROM DECEMBER 13, 2011 MEETING.
B. APPROVAL OF CURRENT BILL LIST – TOTAL $41,237.86.

C. APPROVE APPOINTMENT OF JAMES AULDRIDGE AS FIRE CHIEF FOR THE ELECTRA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Commissioner Davis made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as
presented.  Commissioner Ward seconded same.  Motion carried 4-0.
Item           6.
EXECUTIVE SESSION – CONSULTATION WITH ATTORNEY PURSUANT TO SECTIONS 551.071 AND 551.072 DELIBERATIONS ABOUT REAL PROPERTY OF THE OPEN MEETINGS ACT.

Mayor DeLizio announced at 5:35 p.m. that the Commission would be moving ahead to Agenda Item #6 for an Executive Session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 and Section 551.072 of the Open Meetings Act for a consultation with attorney concerning real property and the chamber was cleared at that time.
Mayor DeLizio reconvened into Open Session at 5:53 p.m. and remaining guests were invited to return to the chamber.  No action was taken as a result of the Executive Session.

Item
      4.
VOTING AGENDA:

A. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER JOINT PURCHASE OF A NEW FIRE TRUCK BETWEEN THE CITY OF ELECTRA AND THE ELECTRA VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Interim City Administrator Joe Pence provided information to the Commission concerning the possible purchase of a new fire truck.  He stated that purchase of the estimated $180,000 truck could be shared equally with the Electra Volunteer Fire Department and depending on the lease purchase agreement and interest rate, the City’s share would be approximately $1500 per month.

Fire Chief James Auldridge stated that the truck needing to be replaced is 26 years old, has required a lot of maintenance and repair recently and is not dependable.  Mr. Auldridge stated that he plans to get at least three more quotes from prospective vendors before the January 24th Commission meeting.

Commissioner Ward made a motion to proceed to cooperate with the EVFD to purchase a new fire truck.  Commissioner Cranford seconded same.  Motion carried 4-0.  An item is expected to be addressed concerning the purchase of a new fire truck at the next Commission meeting on January 24, 2012.
B. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER REQUEST FROM SUSAN HOWELL FOR A LIEN ABATEMENT ON LOT 10, BLOCK 32 ORIGINAL TOWN, ELECTRA, TEXAS BETTER KNOWN AS 306 W. MICHIGAN.
Interim City Administrator Joe Pence provided information to the Commission concerning Ms. Howell’s lien abatement request prior to the meeting.  He also provided them with information concerning options for handling these City liens including payment schedules, interest abatement or full lien abatement.
Ms. Susan Howell informed the Commission that she had purchased the property at 306 W. Michigan from Glennis Blum, paying back taxes of $454.65 and court cost of $270.00 on December 1, 2011.  She stated that she was aware of the $2,274.02 city lien on the property due to the demolition of a house located on the property by the City on November 10, 2010.  Ms. Howell stated that this property is adjacent to her residence and that her and her husband have made some improvements to the property and would like to make more, some of which will require some expense, and are asking the Commission to forgive the lien so that they may continue to upgrade the appearance of the property.

Mayor DeLizio stated that at the present time, a policy has not been set to deal with the city liens which have been placed on properties during the City’s cleanup efforts, and stated he will present a proposed policy to the Commission at a future date.
Following further discussion, Commissioner Cranford made a motion to approve the request from Susan Howell for a lien abatement on Lot 10, Block 32, better known as 306 W. Michigan.  Commissioner Davis seconded same.  Motion carried 4-0.
C. DISCUSS AND CONSIDER ACCEPTING BID FOR PIPE AND MATERIAL FOR WATER LINE REPLACEMENT ON E. FRANKLIN AND N. ILLINOIS STREETS.
Interim City Administrator Joe Pence provided three quotes for pipe and material for water line replacement on portions of E. Franklin and N. Illinois Streets.  He stated that the replacement of lines at these locations was previously approved and need to be replaced prior to the street renovations scheduled to begin soon as part of the TxCDBG Street Project.  Mr. Pence asked the Commission to accept the low bid from Wichita Pipe and Supply and stated that pipe prices increase rapidly.  Commissioner Davis made a motion to accept the bid of $20,602.70 from Wichita Pipe and Supply for pipe and material for water line replacement on E. Franklin and N. Illinois Streets.  Commissioner Cranford seconded same.  Motion carried 4-0.
Item
      5.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND COMMENTS – ANYONE WISHING



TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION MUST COMPLETE THE



AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION SIGN-UP SHEET AT THE



PODIUM.

Mayor DeLizio informed the assembly that this would be the last meeting for Interim City Administrator Joe Pence and thanked him for his excellent service to the City during his time here.

A.  Citizen Margie Scott was given an update on the Step Grant which will provide for water line replacement north of town.  She was informed that the City is waiting on paperwork from property owners concerning an easement on property located near the cemetery.  Mr. Pence stated the project is on schedule and that following receipt of the easement and the required environmental study, construction should be allowed to begin.

Ms. Scott was informed that new information has just been provided to the Commission concerning the Globe building and that an update will be given after they have had time to review this new information.

Ms. Scott was informed that grant administrators are still reviewing and evaluating applications submitted for the HOME Program Grant.

B. Richard Cranford, Commander for VFW Post 4145 led the post and auxiliary in welcoming new City Administrator Larry Pannell to Electra.

C. Fire Chief James Auldridge announced recently elected officers for the EVFD.

D. Judy Baker asked the Commission to consider the current practice of taxing personal leased vehicles stating that only 77 cities in Texas charge property taxes on leased vehicles and none of those cities are in our area.  The Commission agreed to address this item on an upcoming agenda.

E. Main Street Director Jannis Hayers announced that Former Mayor LaJune Lewis will be celebrating her birthday in February and her family is requesting anyone with a fond memory of LaJune to contact her daughter, Linda Byrd, or any other family member, so that they may compile those memories for a presentation to LaJune on her birthday.
Item
      7.
ADJOURNMENT.

Commissioner Warner made a motion to adjourn.  Commissioner Davis seconded same.  Mayor DeLizio adjourned the meeting at 6:58 p.m.







_____________________________








Tom DeLizio, Mayor

Attest:

________________________________

Tracey Lowe, City Secretary/Treasurer

“This institution is an equal opportunity provider.”

